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The Power of Music

| have been ringing a bell at the kettle for the Salvation Army during the holidays for ap-

proximately five years, and last year started to play Christmas Carols on the accordion
rather than just ringing the bell during my shifts. | am extremely proud to say that the difference is
amazing in regard to the money contributed. People often stop to listen, sing along, and even
sometimes dance as they listen to me playing the accordion. | think it puts them in a holiday
mood!!! Most important of all is that they tend to put many five, ten and even twenty dollar bills in
the kettle, rather than just a dollar or a handful of change. While every little bit matters, | am proud
that | have been able to increase the amounts provided by playing music during my shift. | also have
received very complimentary remarks from the store managers and employees, as well as many of
the folks dropping money into the kettle. It puts me in the holiday spirit and brings me a great deal
of joy and satisfaction.

Thanks for the opportunity to do something good for people in need.
T Stephen DiTullio
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Greetings Valued Bell Ringers

The 2009 Red Kettle campaign raised $568,840.

The numbers tell a great story - 2,624 volunteers filling 5,835 shifts for a total of
11,607 hours. We know many additional friends and family came to help the reg-
istered ringers. Please extend our thanks to them.

The Golden Ringers Club welcomed 30 new members. (Golden Ringers ring 10 or
more shifts per calendar year.) The group, which now numbers 59, raised a total
of $80,389.04 in 996 shifts for the year. Look for a group photo in the June issue
of Red Kettle News.

The number of businesses, service clubs, and other groups was also up. There
were many newcomers in the list. All supported the Red Kettles by encouraging
members and employees to ring.

Please mark your calendars for The Christmas in July campaign, which is sched-
uled for July 9 - 17.

Thank you for all you do, without your help we could not do what we do.

Donald L. Haar, Kettle Coordinator

My daughter and | signed up to ring the Sal-
vation Army bell as a way for us to give
something back during the holidays. My
daughter invited her 5th grade basketball
team to join us. Itis a tradition that we
hope to continue.

T Amy Kahl




Thank You from Major Paul

How do | begin to say thank you for giving your time as a bell ringer this
just completed Christmas season? | just feel as if words do not truly
express my gratitude for your sacrifice.

My father was a pilot in WWII. When | was a teenager, | asked him if he felt appreciated for
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know how to respond. He did it to guarantee freedom for others. You ring that bell to give
hope to others. | think those are pretty similar ¢ high ideals carried out by people of high
character.

So, how did we do this year? The money was a bit less because fewer checks and large bills
were in the kettles, but the number of people who gave was up substantially. So, the answer
is this, more people helped because you were there to remind them of those who are hurting
financially, emotionally and spiritually. You gave hope. Thanks.

Blessings, Major Paul Moore, Dane County Coordinator

Kettle Blessings

Charityt A Jewish Tradition = <

We had a lady bring in a huge bag of coins and put them in our kettle just as we were ready
to leave. She told us her family is Jewish, and it is important in their religion to remember
the poor. So her family keeps jar very visible in their home where members can drop their
change throughout the year. In December, one person in the family picks a charity of his or
her choice. This year her son picked the Salvation Army. T Margaret Lyons

VIVVVVIIIIVIIY  The Chain of Love in Action YYVVVVIVVIIIIY

| am a food service worker at a local school. From time to time students share things with
me, especially when they are hungry because money is tight at their homes. That had been
the case with one young man, so | gave him lunch. His family may have been eligible for free
lunch, but possibly too proud to ask. However, | could see his need clearly. As it happens this
young man worked at my local supermarket where | ring bells. He was retrieving carts and
saw me ringing. He passed several times until he came over and put $20 into the bucket! |
have been doing this for several years and it is probably the only $20 I've seen donated. | was
so proud of him | wanted to hug him! | believe he was passing on the kindness to others as he
knew how it felt to be in need. |, of course, thanked him. He however, seemed embarrassed.
His generosity will stay with me always. T Kathy
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Angels in Disguise
We've all heard the line, "Every time a bell rings an angel gets it wings."
When volunteering for the Salvation Army | feel like | help dozens and doz-
ens of angels get their wings. When people hear the Salvation Army bells
they often make a split second decision to reach into their hearts and into
their pockets to_help someone else in need, giving them a chance to be an
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who take a moment from their busy lives to stop and connect with their
humanity.

The greatest joy for me is watching the faces of children when their parents give them a dollar or a
bunch of coins, or maybe they even pull money out of their own allowances, to put into the bucket.
Their joy is clear and pure. They are little angels in that moment of giving.

| have had people tell me, "It's all I've got," as they stuff their last dollar or two into the bucket. As
one man dropped some coins in he said to me, "It's the poor feeding the poor." Others have told
me, "I've been there." I've had people apologize to me for not having anything to put in as they
pass by. It amazes me how many people care enough to do something, or want to do something
even if they can't. It restores my faith in humanity. Angels, yes--everywhere.

Volunteering to ring bells is not a gift to the Salvation Army. It is a gift from the Salvation Army. ['ve
had people thank me for being there. Others have said, "You must be cold, standing by this door all
night." Yes, it gets a little cold, my legs and back get a little tired. But then I think, "I am thankful to
be on this side of the bucket," and | understand that witnessing so many angels get their wings is a
gift that | cannot repay. The whole experience of ringing bells has been a good one.

T Callen Harty
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